ope spreads Its wings.

Atlanta’s airport increasingly became a refuge for the city’s homeless, especially during cold weather with the terminal sometimes
filled with homeless people overnight and into the early morning. Displaced people occupy the airport in part because they evade
being in a place considered “a shelter.” Even more un-housed persons seek overnight shelter at Hartsfield-Jackson in cold weather
months. Nightly 150-300 homeless people sleep inside Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson Airport especially in terminal atriums and food
courts, seeking refuge after the MARTA trains stop service for the day, Atlanta City Council passed resolutions urging airport
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Travelers Aid: Not Just Free Tickefs

By BILL SCHEMMEL : : : e lllere or who are apprehended here by po-
; - ; 7 ice. § 1§ IRig 0

Staff Wriver ’ “In the case of runaways, we try to fol-
low through and get to the root of their
problem so that they can return home, to
their parents. After all, it does no good to
return a child to his home if the problem
that caused him to run away is still
_ there,”’ she said. i :

Travelers Aid also helps the very old,
the very young and the infirmed on their
journeys. In these cases, Travelers Aid
‘agents meet travelers along the way and
try to assist them where needed.

She said, especially in the summer, a -
large number of children are traveling

i 4

A Michigan family disillusioned with
their new life in Florida was heading back
to their home state. When they reached
Marietta, their old car sputtered and died
and they were left in a strange city with
no friends to turn to and no money. :
~ Fortunately for this family, the Mar-
ta office of Travelers Aid of Metropoli-
Atlanta was able to come to their res-
yroviding them with bus tickets back

_providing bus fare to get them
immediate hump was only_the

leadership to implement outreach, support, allocate emergency funds ($500,000) to create a task force to assist unhoused i et o i o b i by T
7 e el L hough no fees are ed for

individuals at the airport—emphasizing service, not criminalization. The airport continues to actively collaborate with Hope Atlanta AR AT, i, s, Wore sl marypersons.

p p g ) ’ p y p ) father inka Elood job and ttlhe family - vih{) ar:e‘_as:lst_ft}‘gl pay ;he ;lgem}:ancf,

. . . . . . . . 1 an even keel, permanently. <. ’ ‘ S & a0 Z:S; l_near -ar:?s: eoe: o e.

other nonprofits and city agencies to establish outreach services and bring structure to how homelessness is addressed on-site. it e Ay EVEN THE VERY YOUNO CAN BE ASSISTED OY TRAVELERS A gle® 1~ 0 O

Since Opening in 1967, Marietta Office Has Handled 1,284 Cases

- 1967, it has handled 1,284 cases. Mrs. Wor-
rell said more and more people are be-
- coming familiar with the office, but added
that ‘‘in Cobb County we are still trying to
~ let people know we are here.”
But she said many polige officers and
‘ministers are now award of the TA office

ice. ““Many people think

leave the wife and children at ﬁomé' ‘and

\id in locating hquéin’g and jobs.' TA also Ite and ci - an
 find a place to live before sending for .

rovides counseling on schools and other
acets of life in the Cobb County Commu-

.

nity,

many cases, they think they

the first step. We mz

| 7< ARV ’ n get home or g e ter ~ andarereferringpeople toher.
| IR e | - o counsel the " Located at 41 North Fairground Street,
| Ry r R ' the Marietta office is open 8:30

Z JI % ‘
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through Friday '
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Airport. Expands ¥

Dr. Harry V. Richardson wi
E:pel:lft;]fug.;t [:ﬁoqaié]er ,:q ‘:3 EH t l (] (] | g‘n 3:'7,2\!3?" : { ;::

ecling o e West Ceorgia - " Lo e ki
B 5 Atlanta Hartsfie dCKSON AIIrpor Inf ' ffice
S out heastern : : t ' O '
Information Ofttice

t an i SR Al wER ey .

S make h ‘ T iy 1 - N ‘%re‘:;%" \“,:‘ ‘\" l : :“';gi 4 '-7
Ameres " yin ST BAGGAGE STRAP 1AG ARG By CHRIS JACKSON Vi s B
dey in the Ly < 71-05-31 —— ST Staff Writ ’ AR
theran Church ‘gsfti" g . .a riter (.‘.'-’.'"p.t": !
of the Messiah : W Ever get lost in an airport? j S
mD[i)fca;’?i[f;hard. Py - " Those travelers passing through Hartsfield Interna-
2 s o / g tional Airport will find an expanded Information and

and first presi-pr. m. v. miehaete
dent of the Interdenominational
Theological Center in Aflanta
studied at Western Reserve Uni-
versity and received his STB
degree from the Divinity School
of Harvard University and his
Ph.D. from Drew University.
Monday, Dr. Richardson will
speak on “The 450th year of the
Reformation.” :

;Direction office staffed by Travelers Air volunteers begin-
‘ning the middle of October, the United Way agency
‘announced recently. A

' "“Trayelers Aid of Metropolitan Atlanta, Inc., is organiz- !
ing the service to help answer questions that perplex
‘travelers as they come and go in the airport. iy
%7 Travelers Aid has been providing such services for
‘travelers at both the airport and Greyhound Bus station for
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Last year alone, Travels Aid helped more
than 6,000 people from the five-county area
who were stranded and lost throughout the

7~ ATLANTA 1

| " Holy Communicn will be cele-
. : } { United States and Canada. Earl Dabney (above), brated that morning with e or ' ' ‘ .
By s 5 R &R tiCkedto Vi wmq.m w jm v !:'J"cai Travelers Aid caseworker, helps get the Re\-_e Hars'ae_\' HIT-—F: prg!d;ﬁ the airport th};eal‘sdarfld with u:je gver ""lcreaSlng throngs at
Staff Writer handles each month. . him. he boy had 'abparen‘ entl” |iob done . . . helping keep Atlanta a good place - of the Southeastern Synod S P neea for .expaﬂ e . service has su.rfaced. .
Recently a  severly Miss Ricks is the full-time walked iwth his bags from his I live. So you, too, believe in offering o help- preacting and the Rer.” Ceci .. Rena Mortensen will coordinate the service, which
emotionally distrubed man was : g hand to the stranded ond lost. Prove it. Give . Carpenter, dean of West ‘hopes to.enlist ‘the . yolunteer help from some 50 men or
S x

social worker at the terminal home in Griffin to Atlanta.

Georgia District, officiatng.

women. : ;

your fair share to the United Appeal now!

found wandering through the Referrals come to Travelers

and is being assisted this

terminal, totally confused and summer by Gwen Keels, a Aid primarily from the airliens | R R AR T G B . Two planning sessions lasting three hours and a tour of
disoriented. Airport police graduate from Atalnta and | airport personnel. 'meg‘mﬁa;ﬁﬁ I ‘sﬁtﬂ?m &“j‘miﬁ ;the_alrport terminal %ﬂ?:-,R}aF}nﬁd tQ prepax::es_those partici-
referred him to Travelers Aid. University. Churches, hospitals and welfare < | patmpgr cle?i nt:!e workl, l‘ g e w ey :
Essie Ricks, the Travelers Travelers Aid is a nationwide agencies are also sources of < RN i Ierell u]ﬁﬁig ai,;rca lh for thl:ee o lateas il atiets
Aid social worker talked with chain with 79 offices and referrals. s i e —— e }lasting toyﬁ o diringesv egll‘];asy ;fts starting at 9 a.m. and
the man and discovered he had reaching over 8,000 com-  Atlanta Travelers / f W f S ; .m. d weekdays. 2y
fallen asleep on his flight from munities in the U.S., according founded in 'ls?l'el:y Athe ::J:r(tlxlg - A La m p O r | a y a r l ng tr an g e r S 9 2 4 | . L » Tra‘(ele;; ?l:: ;socixlaj wo;kgnr_\y_m be on duty tpa;d the
Dallas and missed connecting to Eleanor Haynes, Atlanta Missionary Sociéty, concC : S i 3 bl ;. e p P A e e e i D ‘oged_ fed arises, gh b o :
ith hi i ' : ‘ . A en plans to sche tings with
with his plane to Alabama. He director. . about women in bus stations. I ’ Ald 1648 Wa Station for ‘Those in Trouble - : : 3 e i chedule meeting
was frigh l)te':le':l and unable to  “We are here to meet the tis a United Way agency and At Hartsfield ’ Traveler’s ), ’ : _ e AR ’ hears, T 0e ‘_‘.Qrﬂmmuons to enlist volun-

maintains four offices in the

. : 1 '
was in needs of all mobile people, ! | ’ |
undasmnd Why he ‘ .d % etr: litan Aﬂanta area. Y THOMPSON in her hometown in South Carolina—was “There are people who are just in a hurry e the 'Pr-ave’lers Ald
H es saild. Many Mple are m Qm By TRAC : ; ; i mselves in & 5 O g
Aﬂantﬂ_ m . e Community Life Editor just another bit or routine detective work for to go somewhere, who find the 8 In 5 \ Saads TR
carrying pmblems with them Trawelel's Aid has been at the s social worker Sunny Kim, a slightly built strange place, under a strain—their thinking ? ;:t‘( e

Miss Ricks arranged for a
taxi to take the man to Grad)(
Hospital for treatment. Hi

procedures can get blocked,” Mrs. Kim said.
“You see perfectly intelligent people who
come away from home with nothing but a
personal check for money, not thinking 1}
might be difficult to cash in a strange city.

Oriental women with a ready smile and 20
years of experience in the field.

Mrs. Kim went through the woman’s
belongings only to find no trace of her iden-
tity. Then she noticed a small receipt lying

For Ruby Hamilton and Sunny Kim,_it
was just another working day when a dis-
heveled lady walked into their small office at
Hartsfield International Airport and an-

nounced that she was Mrs. Dwight D.

airport since the mid 1950’s. The
office in the terminal is open
monday tbrough Friday, from _9 -

and these problems are

_ heightened by relocation.”
Travelers Aid at Hartsfield

: i BO
Bf&!nlly was OontBCted and they - 5 A . : d a.m. to 5 p.m Eisen}':'?wer. and could she please have some :::lr;ls:i d‘iet.th;vﬁlt'm‘;:] ;0 ftot::rg:, ltinﬂ“;l;yi,d:}:; TR B vtk o asdey of ks, peopte m R
ma& arr angemenw for his PTOV‘des information an sy R . oy ! gl o L T S moMns";,;,-e Eisenhower she wasn’t, of course. handwriting, 8 name and an address. h_elpeld by dTrm{e:er's Plt)if):;t;ih:il;ez ir‘ﬁhg : ‘

i e ——— iz , . ; BT ; iny ai need assistance |
: r to counseling to runways, s ot 2 «ﬂ R ¥ e el hznlal];edam? tsl;ilf of call;?l?; “I CALLED the Traveler's Aid station in i?é‘fﬁéé. finding their way around the mam- 9
immedlate tran8po L s IR office carrying only a pape y o ekt iy ¢ tting diredtions tokhe '
stranded travelers, AWO T e ) | - o oo might not have been in full posseasion o ber b0 e O e Aepartments mising !  neatest coffetithop.Mps. Kim D sos
Alab?,m.a. ili ers Unnel and others_ A ¢ C % | ;‘:,ctuilglﬁéublll; :nethe '::ad: to Traveler's Aid. persons section,” Mrs. Kim recalled. “They That's because they're helped by a Bt’affA?df
ThlS 1S an example Of the m : ‘; - found the woman’s husband there filing a about 40 volunteers who staff Traveler’s \
i ek es Emel'gency funds ars 3 r - . k'-:.} - THE SMALL light with the Traveler's report right when they called.” i % booth in the baggage claim area of the Mid-
Fa rolﬂmate]y 200 cas - : ' lm fo : . x : e TSRS r Aid logo that sits in the window of the The Mamie Eisenhower who w{asntmlght ﬁe‘l‘d Terminal.
.app avallable to neuly trave ! - dped o . - ™ - Traveler's Aid headquarters in a nearly have been one of the more ll))m;{xfe _f.iases L;ast yehar alone wet}ilri%dlﬁd ﬁzlu-t-wﬁof.o
- 4 ‘_ . 4 ; ; :
» through the agency and loans = W GWINNETT DAILY NEWS—FRIDAY. MARCH 10, 19787 am e e I e aean ok s Tovirs  Niiion s ot Andbat of
'3 . PR Ly T TR 5 WECN . EEY ¥ o = e 4 - d o en ;
mayl be arranged. Travelel's f ; - G\ o Baih. : 9yt R = G TV TR e z ;ﬁtﬁlﬂofs?ﬂg t,;)ggie sg;ggedt ;Zaygﬁl ;x; ﬁt‘i:l :af?i:xe;'wti’?l: :l‘;tll:i:gsmoefnpi?p‘liec,c:ﬁtﬁﬁg ; :1:\;:‘39‘;:? :v:noopei?tni:lngaat e :‘ "
. alsc help ment (43 by Y o € R = h : Rt Midcionbry. Asoctation: installed of emergencies. 3 e itohibita Mre s — T
Ald can i r m” o 104 n R : e ln » the. first Traveler's P'Jd worker at the old ;;Y‘;“Bl:':énewlﬁ'at silglmméfx};zo:]ll:n:x?g Hafnilton from hiring more social workers to S
- persons with temporary Cres - i e o 1073 ioependn ariabe . problems find ther way o heroffico, “Tran-  (aff th offce ¢ hours  day, the Travelerly 5
wi &ar ea 3§ . 2 P Smn e the United sients, relocating people, newcomers, people Aid office at ield is only open from 1 ——
thmugh agr eemellts . : = » sociations in cities oot h i ing through, people who lose their a.m. to 6 p.m. From 6-8 p.m., travelers in
airport motels. 10 A Traveler’s Aid has a new  People who come to theperson,” she added. wknhlgsh::? ::n t COD: R AR e L J;g,;?z;gﬂ,,e ke oo wpee Engioh . trouble can cll 8 el worker om iy at
= i ' 3 i in St. Louis, Mo. in the 1840’s. - eve g P ., they’ hei " Mrs.
A young, mud-coveréd  pome and they are busier Tra\gelgr s Algl are.given a “One of favorite cases skﬂ]sY in St Lo Mo.in the 1840, - SR o g, | “Afer that, they'rs an their own,” Mrs
d in the 2 d eo !ny move al'Ol.md. ou n adi the Mullanphy Traveler’s Aid station Aok 5 i Sard . but it's a problem =
ay was foun than ever. Now located at 110 preliminary interview an : i el : adorns the Mullanphy Traveler's / " g0 FAR,” she said, “we haven't had  24-hour-a-day service, a p
runaway oung man who came to ln_ﬁ_nlte|y tient d in St. Louis, was a multimillionaire who es . But that’ with both money and volunteers.
airport area and referred to | gpring St., the United Way then asked to come back for S ‘”t’ e Hehad hada: Tv Iiillenhan lablidhed it fund (o provide medical s anybods drop in o, pesachute. But tht's
: id i ' i us at age 1lo. €y can en ) Ry for young WOmEn Eave di i id will ide food and :
Travelers Aid. S o bl ‘agency constanltly deal; with aidif they quahfy. troubl eg childhood ina small  Jist Y 4 - St Touis i jin thei usbands out West, s Teylegs Al ylbyer ?u,.dg,“é}e IN THE meantine, oxm}éﬁﬂgﬂhﬂ 2%
: i ut his |- tranded travelers and peo- , : 3 : ening. ived in other cities; by 1905, there limited. For that reason, Mrs. Kim subjects rs. Kim find quite - - :
Miss BICks fouﬂ ¥ gLan i A e an Jtiep coae . lers’ tale of to rigorous check- a day with helping stranded wanderers, or y : : K
‘parents were divorced and he |, 5o whose dreams for a new “We explore all their op- town :1; ﬁ:\;ﬂlleﬁGeohm;gmt.o}hsbe 5 e 250 YWCR' hroughout the aster ;:;L G L R gliﬁm‘:ﬂ‘:i%oﬁ“ﬁﬁ’ﬁ&m“&?cﬁ? " Want to Help? Here’s How
in his mother’s custody. | Jife have been cut short by tions, contacting the place Paren IU's hard, too, bec Prlect to b e wgeneies  ‘then there are the people whose problems up more and more often thete day While ey ided.
was : mother's lack of money, lack of they are gOing and maklng raised bY an older wm_ l, often You never kno' on the ;:.;n ¢ p aren’t as apparent as a stolen wallet, ’tIl‘lr: ;\;x.l:e& gfdmzeﬁsg:m{. 2l°llyp hfll‘:hn: o tx:ve‘;:g, it :omem St oor eraidiind i B0y ;
her had sent | gagoline, no job and hungry sure that if we get them and when the woman died, happened to the peo “BOMETIMES | belp popl ty (o for. et monih of 1080, M. Homilon b Rk S and ha bt rmis 2 S0 ) iy pcple and enjo working
hildreni oy there they.will ave somecne. | b i2ASOREGRID.  § eloed Sume come TODAY, thr o Trovrs Ao o s et i ey g O pepledsnr i et TR M S e b
y . ‘ : NS T e W TR 1 ; s in Atlanta besides the one at can move to another py.and get a'job Jur el 1 i tional ’ " : . and : ¥
. L 1 l l i an C 0 l 1 i ns, a thel'e Ol‘. someu'llng tO dO SO A(When he got tO At]anm’ letus ;hilow ﬁlld m ces el nl?;d?ng_:l:e at the Greyhound l;kue that—and it lglmtjg:: g[o“g;ge g:;l' wgg ieit:l\lv:il:l: -‘—ubgil:\lgci%l:plm;? o{nlt‘mi::ll " WHAT? Be an Information and Direction’ nom el B
| caseworker at Traveler's they will not become @ ho was at sort of a DACK t0 uS aver ar e n S St S, L L i oS s e liog i s b om0, e
s ool Dl e ot saia Y crosaroads.Shibodus S jut ek o bl o SR, Ml S St R
e w < : , 13. oy o A / to see one the dist; men- it ’ o le are in trouble, they need help  Hartsfie SRy
. band who helg &e&pl%n wt::; Mrs. Collins said. about him 1 who thought she was Memie  _Even Feadonably; intalig pesple. sap) ﬂp“{!;';'hg;?er;;%g }{‘:%';:.'}'2:{%}“;0“&“ IArapald Jniae
~cometotheendof thelinein  «we really have to ask : fed in A R s y're away from home, especially if they're  [t's a delightful job, just being able to co
"'ﬁ-s A : PR ‘ ks 2 m” : es—who m:rthuddltlomlmeuofl family crisis,  small things for people. '
“Atlanta. @ them ‘if we give von for monev o Kimsald, S0 mia 1A% A gt AR yourmie

On the journey from survival to self-sufficiency,
Hope Atlanta provides proven solutions that change lives.
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M@YOI? BRUCE BANNISTER PROCLAIMS APR“. 22-26 EAST POINT LIBRARY WEEK &
White, chww Director, and Donna Musselwhite and Sharon Gray of the East Point Juniors Watch
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. Travelers Aid Voluntee i
N~ O . Al N lostine D%
Sa ys : | En on H el Lost Wanderers

'~ By DAVID VALIN  price of a meal. But a large ' .
 Mary Clark of Hapevilleisa percentage of the runaways Are Le glon |

K. old. They are a fragile lot in
Call it superstition if you want to, but I want to be ainong. the

‘volunteer for Travelers Aid, a are frightened and want to go
he roaring technology they
first to salute the Travelers’ Aid Association and wish it well in

‘service of the United Way. home,shesays.
‘Best of all, she enjoys working te:hl;: Clafik Y ”fér forglaer ~’fg;zed le:ret:te. We  forget
‘with voung D¢ ~she teacher, s sa e share : . ; : ot - em suffer—ih
‘with youlng pegfp le ﬁ:d ters of her ;'olpu(:lntéer‘—houfs work- its regional meeting here this -week. And I don’t mind admitting | lle—in  obscurity and,_”o;f?
- meets 'p‘en:-tx‘ S BeiharT SN that my attachment for the Travelers’ Aid might spring from a «yimes, abject poverty. Who
ing with the Interstate Com- haunting suspicion that one of these days I'll be straggling up to a ire Georgia’s old people?
harassed. worker in a train, bus or airline terminal in some quar-
ter of the world asking for help.

day and explained that thﬁre
had been computer trou t]a,
and that there were acoupg
of hundred others this hat
happened to . . - It was jus
one of those unlooked-for com-
plications,” Mayr says.

But he is less complimen-
tary of the state’s welfare sys-
tem. “It stinks,” he says.

Once he gets his chec}c,
Mayr plans to return to Ml_]-
waukee — after he pays his
debts. He's going to fly, he
says, because he found out it
was a dollar cheaper than tak-
ing a train.

Mayr had thought of settlin,g
in Atlanta, but the city wasn‘t
what he had expected. “I
thought it was just another
Southern city,” says Mayr,
who came here on a whim
after passing through Ol‘l.hIS
way to Tampa the previous
year.

But, to him, Atlanta proved
to be just another cramped
metropolis with too little hous-
ing, high prices and appaling-
ly inadequate transportation.

Mayr sits in his Union Mis-
sion room, grousing about the
smoking that hurts his lungs
and the drunks. ‘“‘I’m the only
one here that doesn’t drink,”
he quips. In between visits to.
the library—he styles himself
a “bibliophile’” who likes his-
tory—Mayr waits.

Contlnue;i from Page 1A

-retaries, ragged derelicts and
rumbling machines.
In a dark house not far from

In 1960, 20% of men
and 40% of women
over age /5 lived with
their families.

By RON TAYLOR

Oscar Mayr stepped gin-
gerly from  the curb, his
leather lumberjack cap pulled
down to his brow, his long,

gl
flinsy overcoat secured
tightly with safety pins to

The Atlanta Journal
. Monday 3/29/71
R I / the towering edifices, Hattie

Nonck Shell sat, her pillowy body

yin

ygi_l_tgef‘ ‘at, {the Sbuth Fulto

Desvi - Mrs.
Shell has contiglt:led to j
her gloomy i
blackgned and barren rﬂlb
give it the appearance i“{‘
cave, narrow and spooky.

The ancient woman has
been told she }x}pust pa;; : ut

100 in taxes this year hat

fxouse, sandwiched in anﬁ‘!
the other look-alike m?
dwellings in the low-income
Summerhill community, and
housing inspectors have told
her she must make costly re-
pairs. : ;

It is money that will com:
out of $68 a month in Old Age
Assistance and about $40 in
Social Security. ]

She is worried about keep-
ing her house and her indepen- |
dence. She applied for public
housing but was told th 1
cause of her health sh
stay only in a nursing
although she is ambu
with the help of a wal
has cared for herself all

¢ sagging in a straightback
~ chair, her sightless eyes star-
3 % ing unknowingly at paper-thin
] walls smoked by the only
source of heat in the drafty
house, a squat coal heater.

vol

stopovers and during chaﬂée

: EDITOR’S NOTE—We are
of planes or trains. = Hospital.

P Y a think-young society of pro-
It’s Mary Clark’s job to put ducers it it
the boys and girls at ease .
while they are waiting; help
them look forward to redching
their destination; and to give
them .a friendly and sym-
pathetic send-off. =~

\

THEY ARE old people alone
in a city of 500,000.

Mayr is 72, a retired la-
borer. He came to Atlanta

..\  from Milwaukee nine months
5\ ago for his health. It's been
i Ny deterioriating ever since.

\ His troubles started when
he arrived at the Trailway
“:1\ bus terminal here ahead of
"\l his baggage. He hasn’t found
it yet.

Mayr pauses frequently
when he talks to force air out
of lungs taut with emphy-
sema, but he is a rawbone, hy-
per-active little man, who, out
of necessity, does most of his

. traveling on foot.
. He spent much of last year
- walking = between hotels and
' 'boarding houses trying to find
a place he liked and could af-
ford. Twice he ran short of
rent money and wound up at
Union Mission. :
- But always the crusty old
‘'man had recovered, and he
had settled into modest com-
fort at the Falcon Hotel when
‘tragedy struck! His Social Se-
curity check—$114.50 essential
i to survival—didn’t show up.
? ot ¢ Mayr hung on for a time at
«  the hotel under the grace of a

Ve

90, your Yeats 1 ra e it
If you are interested i

adds life

In 1960, less than 1 In
1000 single women
owned a house.

o p;o“ndb}an@g*’:gt;";hgee b past on Juyesil tional becoming a vol | e b
“where ireds o wilder ~pact on Juveniles, a national , ARSI ming a voluntee 3 i ey need and want,
run seek program set up to ensure that ~ Besides giving of her time : 5 e Gall e hove?. How.do they

. see V ‘ 2 X Aty

e ’ Snithed Setand tale - time Volunteer Atlanta, a service .- N R - (o X | fer? Geong: "
[l Most of themiare: broke; 73 Tygaways,on their way home and talent to Travelers Aid, at 873-3095, : AR X444 WA ADucaae Travel ‘enchants and entices me and I understand perfectly | Iders. b s
~son Mrs. Clark also works three BOENERI B RS | | s,

"some are ill; others are ~are met by understanding and ‘ « : well how it is with so many of Travelers’ Aid clients who embark
o are il MARY CLARK OF HAPEVILLE AT HARTSFIELD

defiant and ouly want the helpiul volunteers at evenings a week as a Vi Nl i oy vitont SR S | S e g, o
22 s LGy \‘\) o TV e : {4 RS HQ.PS‘ Runaway Young People On Their Way Home 7? ¥ e il ' e
f r«/— =
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Through the caverns of

Sit around any waiting room for an hour or so énd yow’ll know N
owntown Atlan

the people I mean—young runaways bravely and ill-advisedly bent

on conquering the world, women with children hopefully following | P

the shining dream of some impractical, job-hopping man who at | i

the last minute either forgot to meet them or was too ashamed * *' ‘

to admit that he had no job and no place for them to stay. Old | N 7

folks driven by some senile urgency to see faraway places . . .

the lost, the lonely, the temporarily helpless . . . these I under- 9

stand and, I'm glad to say, the Travelers’ Aid upderstands, too. P p -
The bus station policeman picked up an old man the other day ' g

iturn to Page 4A, Column 4
\ $ \ * A
P ALY
. J XY
who is 'an example. He had ne bri ' Ca ' é
ple. apparently left home briskly and q
Jhy;

< ‘
~ : :
purposefully with some urgent errand in mind in the city. But ¢ '. " & : Summ{ erhill section of

A tiny heater, stokec
wood which Sutton must
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At End of the Lii.c ini

HATTIE SHELL is 106 and
has been living virtually by
herself for 15 years. A son
usually stays with her ‘at

> It

~d

)
by the time he arrived here all his 72 years dragged heavily at | '5 a
¢ ~

his limbs and he was confused and depressed. He thou ght he had
some business with the, government, having to do with his %V:rz;g
War I service. He thought he had $55 for his expenses. %
N W ‘%}

But he couldn’t find his money and he couldn’tgremember his -

Atlanta

Feburary, 1969

e
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Traveler’s Aid has a new
home, and they are busier
than ever. Now located at 110
Spring St., the United Way
agency constantly deals with
stranded travelers and peo-
Qle whose dreams for a new
life have been cut short by
lack of money, lack of
gasoline, no job and hungry

children.

Lillian Collins, a

- caseworker at Traveler’s

~ Aid, is one of many people on

‘hand who help people who

come to the end of the line in
Atlanta.

““‘Atlanta really draws peo-
ple, but once they are here
for a few weeks, they are
ready to go back home.
M_any people just can’t cope
with the big city; they don’t
even know how to ride the
bus,” she said.

Mrs. Collins is well
qualified to handle the varie-
ty of cases she sees each
day. She has worked for the

- Atlanta Housing Authority,

the Atlanta Adolescent
Pregnancy Program and the
Gate City Day Nursery

Association.
- “lI am well acquain

People who come to
Traveler’s Aid are given a
preliminary interview and
then asked to come back for

aid if they qualify.

“We explore all their op-
tions, contacting the place
they are going and making
sure that if we get them
there they will have someone
there or something to do so
they will not become a
burden on that community,”’
Mrs. Collins said.

“We really have to ask
them ‘if we give you
emergency help now, what
good will it do? What will you
do the next week and the
next week after that?””’

One of the most troubling
trends Mrs. Collins has

noticed since her work at
Traveler’s Aid began in 1971
the increasing number of -

is
mobile psychotics. ;

“We are getting an in-
creasing number of people
who are very troubled. Inthe
past, these people have been

‘institutionalized. Today,

they are treated in out-
patient clinics and are usual-

'l
4

;

/

the person,’”’ she added.

“One of my favorite cases
is a young man who came to
us at age 16. He had had a
troubled childhood in a small
town in South Georgia. His
parents had left him to be
raised by an older woman,
and when the woman died,
he had nowhere to go.

“When he got to Atlanta,
he was at sort of a
crossroads. Nobody cared
about him and he told us he
was going to do ‘anything’
for money. We helped him

find a job and a room in a

bparding house. We helped
~him, I feel, choose a respec-
table way of earning money.
Soon he was able to return
hqme, better able to cope
with the situation there.

I}

““A lot of cases we see in-
Vvolve battered women and
runaway husbands who have
taken ‘the children with
them. We see abusive
parents and very often have
to call in protective services.
You have to act quickly,
because if you don’t the per-

kinds who can’t cope, those
who have no skills and just
move around. You must be
infinitely patient and listen.
They can tell when you are
listening.

“It’s hard, too, because so
often you never know what
happened to the people you
helped. Some come by and
let us know and others come
back to us over and over
again to just talk — almost
as if Traveler’s Aid was an
oasis to refuel.

One of the saddest things is
calling a family to see if they
can meet the person at the
bus and to hear them
they don’t want them

N

>

’

\

ba'
and that they just can’t ﬁ»

dle them at home. So V;
people are traveling from
place to place, just hoping
for a better situation,” she
concluded.

y -

" where”

destination. Werse than anything, he realized wi s

the policeman took him.to the Travelers’ Aid, he gnlg:f:o:exza &
ber where his home was or the names of any of the fine m&gt.
fluential friends he had expected to sce during his Visit.
The Travelers’ Aid worker, armed with scanty and unpr '-"l;~~‘:7'
ing clues, set to work to find where he was from and to kei on?
soothed and reassured and still while she worked. = p'{

. “He was véry uneasy, restless and upset,” the
reported later. “He wanted to be going somewhere,

he would wander off in the city, get hit by a car or get ol
knew that somewhere people were worried about him and were.
looking for him.” AT S d Yergh
- Sure emough, they were. After hours of unremittin .
and record checking they found he was from a little couftrl;h;);;mg-:
they talked with his worried relatives and finally at 2 a.m u‘;"‘!
put him on a ‘bus for home. B¢ G G SARTE oy

Something about that old man who “‘wanted to ; &
ppeals to me. His name is legi Peom‘d “bifsg::-“ong some-
quently travel. If a situation 19,89
it is to go thevel

Travelers' '
not content to

In 1960, the median

The Atlanta Journal

" ATLANTA’S TRAVELER’S AID SOCIETY PERFORMS
" Director Iva M. Sherrard Talks with Young

WARM HELPING HAND

-

eler's Aid Makes .

gers Feel at Home

sympathétic manager. Then,
the owner intervened, and

Mayr was to be hooted out. - blind for more than 27 years.

Mayr threatened suicide, said
he would gulp down all his
pllls-—about a_month’s supply
for each of his assorted ail-
.,mezits‘.; b
_ T was seriously thinki
{ about it,” Mayr ’say.s{ i

i1

| HIS TEMPER cooled and ha
‘ y L i ed and h ¥
eft, usgqld:ggt help from Traveﬁ ¢
rs Ald and the American Red
e \Polltely was told.

€

R

t.r:,,nE :
VITAL SERVICES"

Couple Who Left Their Homes

3.

night, but not always.
Mrs. Shell has been fotally

“I got in a room one day and

Travelers Aid of Metropolitan Atlan-

A AFET ta, one

agencies,

of
was

the 45 United Appeal
clited: [OT

superior

By SARAH CASH

v of {e
youni run
bnis
Problems of youths ir
are gbout the same ¢
expressed 30 vears ago in the
counseling or guidance ses-
eions of Traveler's Aid.
Younger,
men and women who appear
dissatisfied with status quo
and far more affiuent than in
1938, (they mow ammive in At
lanta by plane instead of by
freight car or hitchhiking) a
when the youths were
belping their families buy food

in the post Depression era.

e lin

perhaps, are the

yvear

Caseworkers at Traveler's
Aid here said the prob-
lems are more complex, but
the crises are born of des-
peration and youths suffer
frystration and loneliness.

On the surface they are in-
dependent and hesitant about
asking for help. Their inde-
pendence spurred them to rin

" away or abandon the tradi-
tions, but underneath they are
frightened and finally blurt
out: “Does Mother really
care?” or “Does Father really
want me home?"’

From the files of Traveler’s
Aid, a United Appeal agency,
are hundreds of stories of
young people wio are looking
for a place in the world, an
identity.

As J. T. Bland, social case-
worker with Traveler's Aid
put it: “They're trying fto
emancipate themselves from
parents or resolve old con-
flicts with their parents. They
have mixed desire to be both
dependent and independent at
the same time.”

In 1938 a 17-year-old-boy,
George T., was unhappy with
his father—he believed he
didn't understand him. (Heard

£

|
l

d

-, Youths Still Run Awa r'

P

Staff Photo—Charlsy Jackson

BETTY BUCHANAN WONDERS WHAT CRISIS WILL OCCUR TODAY

Traveler's Ald Caseworker Checks Schedule of Counseling

| “George was the third child.

| We went along with him to let
him see il he could get a job

{ —we guided him,” the case- |
| worker continued. “You just
can't tell children this is the

George told the caseworker
that he thought maybe he
should return home. All was
forgiven. Parents sent money;
actually they deposit the
travel money at the other
agency.

children; there is a lessening

5 o
.

.

in discipline.”

In 1967, Mrs. Ford said,
Traveler's Aid served 779
young people under the age of

T R : /| ler’s Aid has
o B Azt s AT | For years Trave st
& A Sad g ey I 1 been maklng people fee a

l ' I By W’NE ROCK:" | home” by supplying all kinds of
O e C O S B ‘“The peo e who come to us | aid to all kinds of people in At-
! / o are frighyeﬁ , Tonely, confused. | lanta and its -five surrounding

hile the median

Son may break contact with
you,” she explained.

thing not to do or to do. Our

P
2 were migrants; the 1
They g : ) caseworker was seeing him |

: d W lers Aid Associa-
wanted gas 10 g0 on to anothel ¥ & )-h case ork by '?rave ers | o compele it i pers | ERewOrler vas 66608 B 4 by iy sory o,
city. But we didn’t buy that ga f A t 1t recent na- g apd qpen | necessities,” T But many are in more of a
: le ther tion o merica a 8 : ; | crisis..qnd. need i
Instead, hWe hﬁped settle ‘ \ f it HIS FATHER reprimanded L L I pre-delin-
here, ‘The . wife -was_pregn ti 1 convention. The sucess o S
jtilona :

him for something, which ap- | quency counseling for some
again, so we got her into a hos = & ‘ 5
orkers in helping a large num-

i in b GEORGE did pick : b | time. There are 10 counsel
pital. We helped the husbanc zea;glgny Yoaslg e o ar:; i 5o o U & Job | T tens Mo elorn
find a job and we got the chil -

: displaced rural families be-
broductive citizens of the

21, 410 of these being between
the ages of 18-21. Of the 779
young people, 164 were be- |
tween 16 and 18 and 116 were

that before?) He was not able

- with the crisis intervention Ao impuls with bis poors in

- methodology that we use

- here at Traveler’s Aid,” she to wander around and cause
explained. trouble, we help them get to
~ The agency provides help Grady Hospital. We also try

- in planning and assistanceto to contact the city where

- people who have been in the they came from and see if we
city for less than two mon- canget them back home.,

- ths. If you need help after

ly on medication. If they run
out of medication and begin

3
3

&

between the ages of 12 and 18.

“You can’t get excited in
this job, you have to really
like people. We get the dirty, |
the cute, the beaten, the

MRS. FORD said the last
group is the one which partic-
ularly concerns Traveler's
Aid. “For instance, if they
move into the hippie areas,

 they don’t have the judgment
to .differentiate between the
- people who can be helpful to
aem and those who may not

ne-to A a i i dersfand-

They comie.to Atlanta fo find a | counties.  Warmth, un .
bet?e,r life, but they come uUnpre- | ing, fln_anmal.asswtance., psychi-

- pared; usually, they don’t have | atric a'd, or just a helping hand|

get out an his own. 3'13_18 to buy himself a few ?l' g_uid;l them to another pro-
) . At first, he ws _| fession up or a if
enough money for bigcity liv- || to find a home, a hotel, or a gaS| jren into school. They were o ufm“'uo{vag;a'tv ?sersfmﬁg sure he was going to gel :Fconkg they deem it peeded. —
* _ ing. The downtown lights are too || station—you can find it all al|pappy; we had stabilized th
‘\ pright, the pace too fast. They || Traveler’s Aid. family at last.” v

as he thought it would be. Il OK. He wasn't going to ask Mrs. Marian Ford, execu-
ic— 2 hen the
panic—and thal’s ‘when eVl o \AIN OFFICE of the so-

tive at Traveler's Aid, says all
the problems tle in with the
home situation,

“Thirty years ago,”’ she

Pop for anything,

Underncath be was devoted
to his family. That was bra-
|« vado. He slayed here two

hitchhiked to Atlanta and de-
cided to get a job, but he

s S

help, said Miss Sher

%

@

that time, other agencies are

~ _ available to help.

~ families,” she explained:

“Most of our funds go to-

“Runaways are also a top
priority. The juveniles are
ause by

- “No one in town is really
_equipped to help people like
this. That is why there is

such a need for Traveler's
+ Aid —anyone can give finan-

clal aid, but we really help

A

’

J

income was $5,600,
Indicating a
price-to-income
ratio of 2.1.
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come fo us.” . (

| 'I}Iva M. Sherrard, supervisor || ciety is at 167 Waltonl St., in
| general of the Traveler’s Aid So- || northwest Atlanta, s_a}d Miss
|| clety, spoke softly. She had a| Sherrard, b_utt thel;e tl; \alcs;'c:_e ;
ing of sympathy in her | “pickup point”’ at the Lrey-

A iyt hgund It)>us station at 81 Cain St.

voice. B i
tt rimary concern'is with || A new branch office of the so-
s il ; ijust been oOpened at

| strangers,” she added. “We help | ciety has _ _
trave%er;, newcomers, people re- || 646 Bpswel St. in Marietta.
'turning to Atlanta after a pro-| ~Miss Sherrard says the socie
' Jonged absence, and even people || welcomes both families and
 far away ‘who are separaled | dividuals, *“One fami
L telt families in the city. || came to us consisted
: » folks just: ( |
{Ne uy’ to | and two dogs!” she exclaimed.
L )‘ ' ‘ A .
. . .

.

L o
0
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band and wife, eight children,

Single le who come fo
ingle peop ) {mﬂ),.

simply asking for dii"é;] ns or’
as l;hye put it, ‘running ‘awp”
from life and agh{b; resgoqﬁ{ml
ties.” When stﬁh[s' hap}) A

rson may Snow runk,
gemétionally‘ rbed,
plagued by guilt over desertin
his original home.

i

't have any skills and it

AW el

1901) said, the father
rather  punitive toward
by

the

&
i e

‘weeks. Caseworkers were

‘ planning for the day when he

. would returmn to school. How-
ever, he was beginning to get
homesick,

The breaking point came

when his kthu-p:rrum him

saying ﬁd was planning a va-

U wondered if he'

‘ M'p : if he'd
{ (Father

said, *'children were super-
vised a liftle more carefully,
rigidly.Young people are freer
now—now they leave home
more readily and have more
money when they leave.
“We have seen more inde- *

pendence on the part of the

- ——

Y open
they're franker, ',
tlom_ng their elders
quo in society,

ey're ques.
and statug




