ATLANTA’S GLAD HANDS. By Spang.
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Hope navigates Great Migration,
Great War, Great Depression.

Hope Atlanta reported that it assisted 19,614 people in 1922. These numbers were maintained year after year. During the Great
Depression (1929-1939) massive unemployment and housing insecurity affected city dwellers. Travelers down on their
luck would create makeshift shelters and form communities or camps referred to as “shantytowns.” An industrializing America

was rocking with the influx of people adapting to the resulting economic changes. Like many larger cities, Atlanta needed to
absorb a swelling population as people arrived from the farms and small towns to seek new employment and find success. o ]
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E TRAVELERS AID SOCIETY PROTECTS ATLAANTA |
SERVING THESE PEOPLE CONSTRUCTIVELY THEREBY

REVENTIN G THEM FROM BECOMIN G DEPENDENT ON THE CONMUN(TY

ATLANTA

A little more than half of the total population (54.4%) lived in rural areas before
these shifts in jobs and places to live. Without support or opportunities in rural
areas, people sought stability in cities like Atlanta. Today about 80% of the
population live in cities. According to the federal census, only 1 in 5 of the total
population (19.3%) lived in rural areas today.
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L Mot Shiy 6 o0 St Hope Atlanta—then known as
With its expanding role, Hope Atlanta’s predecessor organization the Travelers Aid Society of Atlanta, became an ‘ ey Travelers Aid joined the National

Travelers Aid Association, responding
to the urgent needs of displaced
i families and military personnel.
u his pivotal move transformed a
local effort into a nationally
recognized organization dedicated
to serving individuals and families,
regardless of age, gender, race, or
Atlanta was on the cutting edge in the development of affordable housing. In 1936, Techwood Homes became creed. By 1919, Travelers Aid became
the first-ever public housing project in the Nation. It was located northwest of Downtown, near the Georgia Aiding War-Era Displacement an independent nonprofit: the

Tech’s campus. Its construction replaced a de facto integrated low-income neighborhood known as Tanyard & Becoming a National Leader Travelers Aid Society of Atlanta,

Bottom. Atlanta would also be on the cutting edge of destroying its affordable housing. Later when Atlanta won paving the way for 125 years of
the 1996 Olympic Games bid in 1990 and was expecting thousands of visitors, Techwood Homes was seen as continued compassion
urban blight, and the city leaders decided that Techwood Homes must go as part of urban renewal. and care

independent nonprofitin 1923. That same year, we became a charter member of the Community Chest—which ,.
later evolved into the United Way. Four years earlier (1919), Hope Atlanta, known then as Travelers Aid, was i
Atlanta’s first nonprofit to integrate its staff and services when it hired Sarah Brinson and Maggie Richardson, g
a pioneering moment for racial integration. i

As the U.S. entered World War I, Travelers Aid Atlanta joined the
National Travelers Aid Association, becoming part of a coordinated
national effort to help displaced families and military personnel.
This marked its transformation from a local to a nationally
recognized social service organization to serve individuals and
families irrespective of age, sex, race, or creed. Recognizing its
expanding role, Travelers Aid became an independent nonprofit: the
Travelers Aid Society of Atlanta.

Housing has no one-size-fits-all solution.

Techwood Homes
-

First-ever in the Nation: Public Housing
Projects were first created, offering

short-term relief but eventually they E - Q-Plen |
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concentrated poverty. Techwood Homes o8 o s AT

became the first-ever public housing
project in the Nation. It was located
northwest of Downtown.
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Broke and stmnded: That was the plight of a man and his small daughtier, en route to a town in
Tennessee, where relatives and a job awaited. This is only one of many such cases around which Trav-
elers’ Aid throws protective arms. 5 o 5 | S

By YOLANDE GWIN. the home of Mrs. W. P. Pattillo, Mrs. Orme pre-
It was April 18, 1900. The scene was the old  Sented her motion for a “Travelers’ Aid.”
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Union Station. In the waiting room sat two girls. At the opening meeting of the A. W. M. A. on
They had that healthy outdoor look of life in the  November 14, 1900, at the| Second Baptist church,
country and they were engaged in animated con-  Mrs. Orme presented th} following resolution,
versation with two young men. ; which was carried: ! | g
_The younger girl, about 16, was saying, “It “Resolved, that the Atlanta Woman’s Missio
ok N and I'm getting tived  Association shall employ and place at the

T sidoe ;@“”d1’ this %!%W‘/‘Mm'} - depot a Christian ‘woman who shall b

=1y hea. T ain’t scared.” A)(; LT agthe Trav »se duty it shal
. The oldfzr girl 1z ed. “We never seen theq{ after an e
ill just this minute and we might not get back P8 through and arriving
tere in time {o catch the train,” » advice and help; take ¢

: “Oh, ‘vn‘r'e’ll get you back al.l.rﬁiht," saidt :)ne (‘>t\' geansioe .glo"ne; assmt by
‘he men, “and show you the city, too.” _ Gef i :: His ey S
%('ﬁ-:\;r‘Well."fsaid‘ the gix_'l’s‘,.hesitatingly',, gatheyinkup v;::‘;?n i Chlié-re" W“A
: : } ,’iwgu‘"parqe]\s, and beginning to rise, “we might as
*+ © Two.women watched them leave, They did not
‘dream when their gaze followed those young peo-
fple out of the station that the incident would result
- in the formation of the Travelers’ Aid Society. The
two women were Mrs. A, J, Orme and Mrs. H.
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Adventure is a]lways calling youngsters like this, and
too orten’they heed the summons. Then it's up to the |
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Work of Travelers’ Aid
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